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Cumann Scairbh na gCaorach
A Chairde, Is mor an onoir dom and tuarascail seo a chur os bhur gcomhair ag deireadh mo darna bhliain mar Runai Cumann Scairbh na gCaorach.

2009 has been a momentous year for both the GAA as a whole and for Emyvale GAA. As we celebrated and reflected on the past 125 years in the history of the GAA, we can take pride in our particular contribution to the Association and the important role it plays in our society and community.

It is significant that the 125th year of the GAA has also been the most successful year for Emyvale GAA in club history. This success is reflected in the fine collection of trophies and awards displayed here today and are from all aspects of club life, Football, Handball, Scor and Development. Our honours list is impressive and reads as follows:

Scor

· Deirdre Rooney Cup

· Ulster Senior Scor Set Dancing and Ceili Dancing Medals

· All Ireland Scor Ceili Dancing Medals

· Ulster GAA Writers Award ~ Mary Kirke

Football

· Paul Kerr Cup ~ Ulster Junior Championship Winners

· Packie Boylan Cup ~ Monaghan Junior Championship 

· Junior Player of the Year: Sean Mc Meel

· All Ireland Ladies Mini Sevens Winners

· Ladies All Star Award ~ Ciara Mc Anespie

· U13 Division 1 Shield Cup

Handball

· U13 All Ireland Winner

· U14 One Wall All Ireland Winner 
· U14 Doubles All Ireland Winner
· Golden Masters One Wall Winner

· 13 and Under Big Ball Singles One Wall World Title

· 40 x 20 Boys Singles 13 and Under World Title

· Juvenile Handballer of the Year: Darren Doherty

· Handballer of the Year: Peter Larkin

Development

· Ulster GAA Best Maintained Club Grounds ~ Co. Monaghan Winner

It is fitting that we should also note the success of our past player, Tommy Bowe and his outstanding year with the Irish Rugby team on securing the Grand Slam and his adventures with the Lions team in South Africa. Tommy’s superb ball winning skills can surely be attributed to his formative years spent playing gaelic football. 

My review of the past year starts with the whistle stop tour that Sam Maguire and friends made of the parish just before Christmas 2008. It was a great honour to have him visit many houses and people that ordinarily would not get to see the cup close up.
January

It was a brisk and busy start to the year when we hosted the first round of the Dr. Mc Kenna Cup St. Mary’s V Monaghan on Sunday 11th January. Played in poor weather conditions St. Mary’s ran out winners by three points. Monaghan continued with a win against Down when a foul on Brendan Mc Kenna early on allowed Tommy Freeman to open the scoring with a goal from the penalty spot and Monaghan didn’t look back. Despite a spirited effort in the final game against Tyrone four points was the difference and the end of Monaghan’s run.

Back at club level the players were getting to know the new management team of Gerry Mc Carville, Macartan McElroy, Dwayne McCarey, Dermot McMahon and Willie Flannery. At the first players meeting of the year, the goals were set out and it was agreed that the stay in Junior ranks would be brief. Development work continued on the terracing and viewing areas, the pathways were concreted and the railings installed. In January the club was approached about Darren Doherty’s participation in the World Handball Championships and it was agreed to run a function to raise funds and the profile of handball within the Club.

The annual dinner and awards night was held on 24th January in Four Seasons. We were delighted to have the company of Ard Stuirthoir Paraic Duffy and his wife Vera and president of Cumann Peil na mBan Geraldine Giles to help honour our All Ireland winning Ladies team. 

Paraic spoke fondly of his association with Emyvale GAA and the many nights spent training and coaching in the parish field.
At national level, January ended with the first game of the National Football League being played under lights in Croke Park between Dublin and Tyrone. This match also marked the start of 125 Celebrations with an amazing pageantry and light display in the Stadium following an excellent game of football.
February

The majority of the sub committees got underway with the first juvenile meeting of the year held on 9th February. Management teams were put in place and school representatives appointed. Training was continuing for all teams and time slots were a premium to ensure everyone was catered for. 2009 also marked the 40th anniversary of Scor and on 27th February we picked up the first silverware of the year when we retained the Deirdre Rooney Cup for the second year for best overall club. Our ceili and set dancers and our ballad group progressed to the Ulster Semi Final in Clontibret in early March.
At county level I was appointed to the Grading and Transfers Committee and there were significant discussions on the restructuring of the reserve competitions to a double league format. 

March

Competitions began in earnest with B and C reserve teams both in action with mixed fortunes for both grades. The senior team had played a number of challenge matches against Dungannon, Beragh and Aghabog. Ciara Mc Anespie was awarded Vodafone Player of the Year for 2008 another significant accolade for the club. Our facilities were again in much demand when we hosted both the final of the Shamrock Cup Monaghan V Tyrone and the U21 Cadbury Championship Monaghan V Fermanagh. Unfortunately Monaghan was to lose out on both of these occasions.  Following an easy passage through the Ulster Scor Semi final the Ceili and Set Dancing teams and the Ballad Group headed for Swatragh, Co. Derry. The competitors and a merry band of loyal supporters were elated when both dancing teams came out on top in Ulster. This was the first time Emyvale had achieved a senior Ulster Scor Title for dancing and to pick up two awards on the one night truly was fantastic. 
April

The business of the year had begun in earnest with games being played in all age groups. Juveniles teams were involved in go games and community games matches, while there was plenty of league action for everyone from under 12 to minor. In the senior ranks,  the crucial fixture was against Clones in the first round of the junior league. As we took to the field in St. Tiernach’s Park our hopes were high if a little too high but we were soon brought back to earth with a thump when we were beaten by two points by a confident Clones team. This match laid the path for an interesting year where both Emyvale and Clones would battle several times for the main honours.
The weekend of 18 & 19 of April 2009 will be remembered with fondness in the history of Emyvale GAA. On April 18, the NEC in Killarney was the venue for the All Ireland Scor Final. The competition was high but the Emyvale ceili team who danced ‘The Three Tunes’ simply out shone the rest to take the title back to Scairbh na gCaorach, twenty six years on from the success of the 1983 Ballad Group. On the way back from Kerry we were told of Darren Doherty’s U13 All Ireland achievement at the National Handball Finals. Two All Ireland Titles in twenty four hours was quite remarkable. Meanwhile annual congress was also underway in Cork that weekend and the newly elected GAA President Christy Cooney asked Marion Donnelly to join the national finance committee. This was not only a great personal honor for Marion but one that Emyvale GAA can be very proud of too.
May

Another first for the club was when Mary Kirke was presented with a coveted Ulster GAA Writers Award on May 6th for her services to Scor and in recognition of her two All Ireland Scor Titles. This was the first time ever that this award has been presented to someone involved in Scor. 

After weeks of careful planning Emyvale GAA celebrated 125 years of the GAA with a theme of Inne, Inniu agus Amarach ~ Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow. The celebrations commenced with a  team parade of all those who are currently active within Emyvale GAA and was led by our Chieftain of Tully winners Gertie Mc Nally and Anthony O Brien. Teams of all ages from Under 8 boys and girls to senior ladies and men lined out in club colours on the main pitch. These teams were accompanied by our small but very successful handball squad and our junior and senior Scor troupes fresh from their recent triumph in Killarney. All paused for Amhran na bFiann and then made their way to the memorial garden where those from our community and organization that went before us in the past 125 years were remembered fondly in prayer.  Packie Treanor, Captain of the 1959 Junior Championship Winning Team proudly raised the 125 County Flag and our current Senior Captains John Flannery and Nicola Fahy unveiled the 125 Plaque. Our juvenile teams got the games underway when both boys and girls competed for the two Forde Cups and the younger players were put through their paces with a series of fun drills and skills with members of the senior teams. The 1959 team celebrating their 50th Jubilee were reunited and presented with a copy of an original team photograph and a specially commissioned medallion. The chance to catch up on old faces, friends and memories added to the occasion. 
Following the initial disappointing match against Clones, our senior team progressed with wins over Toome, Seans and Currin before facing Sean Mc Dermotts again in the preliminary round of the junior championship in Scotstown on 29th May. This was a tight affair in which we ran out winners by two points after Marty Mc Aree scored a goal from a penalty awarded in injury time. 
June

Following the championship battle, it was business as usual in the junior league. Three consecutive wins over Killeevan, Blackhill and Killanny in ten days helped us grow in confidence and kept the points tally correct. The first of the juvenile finals was approaching which pitted our under 12 team against Scotstown in the Division 1 Shield Final in Tyholland. This was an excellent game, that was played in great spirit by both teams. The skill and determination on view was a credit to the players and mentors involved. Unfortunately Emyvale were on the losing side that evening but this young team has much ability and will bear fruit in the future. 

The Under 14 team too also had reached the Division 1 Cup final against Carrickmacross. This match was a repeat fixture of the Under 12 final two years ago during which Carrickmacross were unable to field a team and conceded the match and trophy. This was an entertaining game, played in Clontibret but again Emyvale were on the losing end of the tie and were beaten by a  determined Carrickmacross team.
Work was continuing by Monica Liddle and the children from sixth class in primary schools on the art mural on the wall at the back of the viewing stand and our facilities had the initial inspection from County and Ulster representatives for the Best Maintained Club Grounds Competition.

On Saturday 19th June a flag day was held in the village and the proceeds from this was to help fund the Handballers trip to the World Championships in Portland, Oregon, USA. The month ended with the return game v Clones in St. Oliver Plunkett Park. This was a very tense affair and resulted in a Clones player being issued a red card in the opening minutes of the game for a second bookable offence. However Emyvale stuck to the task at hand and ran out eventual winners against the 14 man side. 
July

The games continued at a frantic pace with the Senior team recording eight successive wins from their championship outing. The reserve teams were also showing promise with a potential semi final spot available for the B Team and the C Team recording their highest ever points tally. The minor team was also back in action after the exam break but their form was mixed and a championship game against Sean Mc Dermotts was looming with eight of the regular team unavailable. After several approaches trying to get this match refixed it went ahead as scheduled with Emyvale relying heavily on the Under 15 & 16 squads. This bunch of gutsy young lads took to the task in hand, played out of their skins and the game was level at the end of normal time. Extra time followed and there was jubilant scenes as these lads saw off the competition and won the match by two points.
July also brought around the annual Chieftain of Tully battle. There was a much smaller attendance at this event than in previous years however this did not deter the competitors who pitted there wits against the terrifying gauntlet and the many other obstacles on the day. Pauline Boyle was crowned Chieftain of Tully for 2009 and ensured that the title remained in Glaslough for another year. The Reserve Championship Crawley Cup got underway and Emyvale had an easy victory over Rockcorry in the first round.

 The Ladies committee ran off another very successful Gloria Corrigan Memorial Blitz with a large number of teams attending. Our next outing in the Junior Championship was on 26th July in Ballybay against Toome in the first round proper. This result was never in any real doubt and we had a convincing all-round performance, with 10 players, including four backs, combining to hit a total of 3-9 from play, with the final score line of Emyvale 3 – 12  Toome 0 – 7. The month ended with us hosting the VHI Cul Camps with an increase in numbers from previous years. The 125 celebrations continued and President Mary Mc Aleese hosted a garden party in honor of the GAA at Aras an Uachtaran. Entertainment was provided by winning Scor acts and we were delighted and honoured when our Ceili Dance team were invited to perform at this special event. 
August
Croke Park was in the headlines with the entire playing surface being relaid following a series of concerts. This was somewhat true of St. Oliver Plunkett Park also when the closed period at the beginning of the month allowed for some much needed remedial work to be carried out on the playing surface. Some committee members looked on in horror when they witnessed the various holes and trenches that had been dug into the surface, however returfing, seed injection and aerating soon saw it back to its best.

 The senior team fresh from a weekend in Donegal saw off the challenge of Sean Mc Dermotts in the league and a week later on 15th August they ended the Championship dreams of Oram on a scoreline of  Emyvale 1- 15  Oram 1 – 9.

The development of the grass banks behind the terracing was at an advanced stage and a suitable location for an invalid car parking / viewing area was also discussed. 

September

The month began with the BC Colton Memorial Tournament a week earlier than in previous years. A day full of fun and football was had by all and credit again is due to the hardworking committee who oversee and organize this fantastic club event. Winners on the day Eire Og who picked up the shield and Loughmacrory who raised the BC Colton Cup. The Mc Elroy-Connolly floodlit tournament for Under 15’s commenced and was to continue to mid- November.

 On the national stage Kilkenny took Liam Mc Carthy back to the Marble City for the forth year in a row and Kerry brought Sam back to the Kingdom for the 36th time and Emyvale Ladies beat old rivals Donaghmoyne in the All Ireland Mini Sevens Final to bring another title back to Scairbh na  gCaorach. 
Closer to home our winning streak was interrupted by a shock defeat away to Blackhill but this was quickly redressed with a comprehensive win over Killeevan two days later. All thoughts were now focused on a championship semi final against Clones in Scotstown. In a very close and entertaining game only a point separated the sides at half time, in our favour. Clones exerted extra pressure at the start of the second half and were three points ahead entering the final quarter, however a goal from Robbie Mc Hugh set Emyvale on the road to victory on a scoreline of Emyvale 2 -12  Clones 1 - 13. The sweetness of this victory was soured some what when it transpired that Brendan Mc Kenna had been cited for a Category 2 offence and had a penalty of 4 weeks suspension meaning he would miss the County Final. A very difficult and stressful number of days followed and we requested an appeal hearing from CCC. Unfortunately this appeal was upheld and following consultation from a legal advisor we proceeded with an appeal to Ulster Council and made contact with the Disputes Resolution Authority. Time was against us and our case hinged on technicalities that may not be strong enough to proceed with. There was a possibility that the final may have been postponed at very short notice, pending a hearing with DRA and that this could affect forthcoming fixtures and any preparations for the final. Following a committee meeting it was a greed that every avenue had been explored within the time frame available and that suspension should remain. 
October

The Championship final paired us with Toome and was played in Drumhowan on the 4th October. Emyvale opened the scoring and went on to score a further point before Toome registered their first score in the 15th minute of the game. A further goal and point from Emyvale widened the gap but Toome bounced back and at half time a goal separated the sides. Emyvale started the second half strongly and at one stage went five points ahead. However Toome were determined and reduced the deficit to the minimum as the game neared the end. Emyvale held out and with a further point secured championship honours and a return to Intermediate Status. There were great scenes of celebration as the team returned with the Packie Boylan Cup back to Emyvale. We had achieved our goal and now looked forward to the prospect of an Ulster Championship tie against Newtownstewart from Tyrone. Meanwhile Darren Doherty and Peter Larkin were competing in the World Handball Championships in Portland, Oregon and news started to filter through of success of the Emyvale team. In the 13 and Under Big Ball Singles One Wall final Darren played a Wicklow lad, Wayne Kinsella. Darren won his first match easily but the second match was a tighter affair and Darren under the guidance of his coach Peter Larkin won his first world title 15 -12. Darren then proceeded to play in the 40 x 20 Boys Singles 13 and Under Competition and faced an American opponent Tyler Stoffel in the final. After two tough matches and despite being tired and carrying an injury to this right elbow from the play in the previous days, Darren won the World Championship final on a scoreline of 21 – 4 and 21 – 9 and lifted his second world title. Darren’s two titles have been well and truly deserved and mark a historic period in Monaghan Handball. Following their success at the All Ireland Mini Sevens, the Ladies committee ran off the first Kevin Donnelly Memorial Sevens Blitz. This was a well attended competition with neighbours Truagh taking home the cup.
The month ended with more success on the field when our Under 13 team beat Magheracloone in the Division 1 Shield Final in Cremartin. Corracrin National School won the Northern Standard Cup and St. Mary’s Glaslough also reached the Cumann na mBunscoil finals.

Off the field of play preparations were at an advanced stage for Emyvale’s X Factor to be held in November.
November 

A new month and new ground as we faced the prospect of an Ulster championship clash with Newtownstewart of Tyrone. The game was originally fixed for Sunday 1st November  but a spell of nasty weather deemed Healy Park unplayable and the game was rescheduled for the following week. The return of Brendan Mc Kenna to the team added to their confidence and they dominated good spells of the match. They found it difficult to turn possession into scores and only led by one point at half- time. Emyvale improved on their shooting in the second half and at one stage led by three but Newtownstewart pulled back to level and it was a late point deep in injury time from subsitition Patrick Mc Carron that set us on our way to the semi finals. Emyvale 0 – 9  Newtownstewart  0 – 8.
With only a week’s break in between our Ulster adventure continued and this time took us to Casement Park where we played Armagh Champions Shane O Neills. The experience of the earlier game stood to Emyvale and they were far more dominant on this occasion. However it took a while to settle in and no scores were registered in the first ten minutes. The scores came but again we were only a mere one point ahead at half time. Emyvale again dominated the opening minutes of the second period and went three points ahead and stretched that to four with time running out. The Armagh men put in a late final rally but three points was the difference at the final whistle and we were in the final. Emyvale 0 – 12  Shane O Neills 0 – 9.

Back at county level there was a backlog of fixtures and our consistent league form meant we hosted Currin in the league semi final. This was an entertaining match with good play and good scores however Currin were more hungry and we had our eyes on a slightly bigger prize and Currin ran out winners on the night.
We were back on the road again, this time to Pairc Esler, Newry where we would play St. Teresa’s of Antrim. The junior final was the curtain raiser to the senior pairing of St. Gall’s and Loup and we were very aware of the large Antrim support for both teams. We got off to a flying start with a goal from Paddy J Mc Kenna and a great penalty save from Gerard Mc Caffery. Another goal from Robbie Mc Hugh helped to boost the confidence and we led 2 – 2 to 0 – 5 at half time. However the second half saw our shooting boots loosen as we sent wide after wide past the posts. St. Teresa’s were helped with a gifted goal and at the end both sides were level, Emyvale 2 – 6  St. Teresa’s 1 – 9. There was relief in both camps following a game that either side could have easily won but we lived to play another day. Our reserve ‘B’ team not to be out done had also continued their winning ways and had earned a place in the Crawley Cup final against Corduff.
November also saw the conclusion of our Mc Elroy Connolly Tournament with Monaghan Harps taking the Mc Elroy Cup and Magheracloone deserved winners of the Connolly Cup. Emyvale also had the X Factor and three wonderful nights of entertainment was had in Emyvale Leisure Centre. Eighteen acts in total took part and the standard was very high. The judges had their favourites and so had the public but in the end Orlaith Mc Kenna was deemed to have the X Factor.

We had the pleasure of attending the Ulster GAA Volunteer Conference in Armagh where we were presented with a plaque for the best maintained club grounds in County Monaghan and we were delighted when Ciara Mc Anespie received an All Star for her endeavours on the pitch.
December

Following reflection on what might have been, it was back to Newry on Sunday 6th December for the Ulster Championship Replay. The Emyvale support traveled in large numbers and this time there was no disappointment. We had learned and the match was a real thriller, with plenty of free flowing football, high catching, excellent scores and everything that is good about gaelic football. At half-time we were ahead by four points 1 – 10 to 1 – 6 and the second half was full on. St. Teresa’s fought bravely and brought it back to one but a clinker of a goal from Daniel Mc Mahon assured us of victory and the final scoreline was 2 – 14 to 1 – 11. There was great celebration if not a little disbelief that we were Ulster Champions. We took the Paul Kerr Cup on the long way home making a tour of Glaslough, onto Monaghan, Tydavnet, Knocknagrave, Corracrin and walked across the bridge into Emyvale village. It truly has been an amazing journey but there is more to come when we meet the British Champions Dunedin Connolly’s of Edinburgh in Newry in the New Year.
There was no rest for our B team and on Sunday 13th December they played Corduff in a very foggy Gavin Duffy Park in the final of the Crawley Cup. The B’s had reach this final last year only to lose out to Clontibret and alas the Crawley cup eluded us again this year. The lads were disappointed none more so than captain Sean Mc Meel but he can take some comfort in being named as Junior Player of the Year. Darren Doherty and Peter Larkin were included in the nominees for Handball All Stars and Peter was named Handballer of the Year 2009 at county level.

It has truly been a phenomenal year that everyone connected with the Club can be grateful for and celebrate. This fantastic success is due to everyone’s effort big and small. I would like to pay tribute to the 2009 Executive Committee and sub committees. You have worked tirelessly throughout the year on various projects large and small. I would like to thank you for your support, assistance and courtesy over the past year. In particular I would like to thank Brenda Fields, Mary Mc Caffery, Erin Treanor, Patrick Mulroe, Marion Donnelly and Dermot Mc Mahon for their help and support.
To our team managers and mentors, I commend you on the efforts you make and belief that you have in all of our teams. It is not an easy task to undertake and tough decisions must be made.
To all of our players, young and not so young, you are the life blood of our organization and provide us with much joy and entertainment. Each of you are a credit to yourselves and your parents and will always be welcome in St. Oliver Plunkett Park.

To our referees and umpires, keep up the good work as without you our games cannot take place.

Our club members and supporters, I hope you will continue to fly the black and white flag and be proud of our club and community.

I wish to extend my sincerest sympathies to those people and families who have lost someone special during the past year. I know that these loved ones are never far from our thoughts.

Finally, I want to thank our Chairman Padraig. It has been a busy year for both of us and often dinner was sacrificed for a match or training session but we never ran short on topics of conversation. To Eoghan and Caolan and the several babysitters, thank you all for your help. I wish everyone a very happy and peaceful new year and continued success in 2010.

Go raibh maith agaibh, 

Laura Bean Ui Threinfir

Runai 
Cumann Scairbh na gCaorach

